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Who is Pilgrim Pipeline  
Holdings Co.? 

•  Start up venture formed in 2013 by four energy and 
finance executives. 

•  Based in Connecticut. 
•  Not mandated by any government or regulatory body. 



What is the  
Pilgrim Pipeline? 

•  Two parallel pipelines, 178 miles,  between Albany, 
NY and  Linden, NJ (will cross 30 NJ towns including 
Chatham Borough and Chatham Township). 

•  Explosive Bakken crude oil will be sent south; refined 
products (including kerosene and jet fuel) will be sent 
north. 

•  400,000 barrels of explosive Bakken crude oil to travel 
daily. 



Where Will the Proposed 
Pipeline  Run?  

•  Crosses 5 N.J counties, 30 N.J. towns, & 
environmentally fragile areas/sources for water.  

•  Much of route to use existing utility rights of way, but 
additional tracts are required, bringing explosive Bakken 
crude oil through our communities, backyards and 
streams, lakes, and rivers in our watershed − our drinking 
water supply. 

•  Crosses on top of the Borough’s sole-source aquifer, 
endangering the municipal water wells. 



Map of Pipeline Route 
Through the Chathams 



What Does this Mean to  
the Chathams? 

•  Leaks and spills. 
•  Aquifer poisoning, possibly for generations. 
•  Major negative impact on our environment and public health. 
•  Decrease in property values. 
•  Communities bear all of the burden along the path. 

No upside, only negatives. Emergency response. Clean up after a 
disaster. Pilgrim will offer no indemnification, meaning homeowners 
along the route are responsible for their property when there is a leak or 
spill!1 

•  Devastating Explosions. The pipeline would be located next to a high-
pressure natural gas line. An oil line leak/explosion could set off the gas 
line as well. 

•  Evacuations from home and schools. 
•  Damaging effects on the Great Swamp, a National treasure. 

1. On 10/21/14 in Kinnelon, Pilgrim was asked if they would indemnify homeowners along the route for property 
damage for having to stay in hotels during a cleanup. Pilgrim said "No, because there won't be any spills."  



Risks to the Chathams’ 
Water Security 

•  Drinking water security is a primary public issue with the 
pipeline proposal. 

•  Any pipeline leak would have a risk of poisoning the aquifers 
and surface water that feeds our drinking water supply. 

•  The “Buried Valley” aquifer is a sole source aquifer, providing 
over 90% of Chatham Borough’s water – the proposed pipeline 
would travel directly over the aquifer. 

•  Water would be impossible to replace if contaminated. 
•  NJAWC (Township water supplier) pulls water from the 

Passaic River Basin. The proposed pipeline would cross the 
Passaic River 3 times. 



Water as a Basic  
Human Need 

•  The Pilgrim Pipeline poses a huge risk to our water security - 
the most basic of human needs. 

•  Contamination of our soil and drinking water is the primary 
danger the crude oil pipeline presents.  The existing natural gas 
pipelines in town do not realistically threaten our water 
resources, but an oil pipeline would.   

•  Property values would plummet in the face of the lasting 
effects of an oil leak and contamination to our water 
supply.  Some say property values would decrease by the mere 
installation of an oil pipeline. 



A Few Facts on Oil Spills 
and Pipeline Leaks  

•  There were 400 reported pipeline incidents with 119,200 Barrels spilled 
resulting in $266 Million in Property Damage in 2013.* 

•  The 10 year average (2004 - 2013) is 631 incidents/year with 97,263 
Barrels/year spilled resulting in $494 Million in Property Damage.1 

•  Only one-fifth of the national pipeline system has been inspected by the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
or its state partners since 2006. 2 

•  135 federal inspectors oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline, which 
means each inspector is responsible for almost enough pipe to circle the 
Earth. 2 

•  The Wall Street Journal found that of the pipeline portions with detection 
systems, less than 20% of oil spills were discovered by the monitoring 
controls since 2010. 

1 Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
2http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20130911/exclusive-pipeline-safety-chief-says-his-regulatory-process-kind-
dying 



THIS is What an Oil Spill Looks Like –  
Mayflower AR 



THIS is What an Oil Spill Looks Like –  
Mayflower AR 

 



THIS is What an Oil Spill Looks Like –  
Marshal MI 

 



THIS is What an Oil Spill Looks Like –  
Burnaby Canada 



Pipelines SPILL!  

•  Between 1990 and 2007 oil pipelines spilled two to three 
times more oil than barges.1  

•  Between 1996 and 2007 pipelines spilled more than two 
to three times as much oil as trains.1  

1 Forbes Magazine April 2014.  
http://www.forbes.com/sites/jamesconca/2014/04/26/pick-your-poison-for-crude-pipeline-rail-truck-or-boat/ 
 





What are the Benefits to 
Chatham Residents 

• None 
• None 
• None 



How Can We Help  
Stop the Pipeline? 

•  Sign up to receive information and updates 
•  Coalition to Stop Pilgrim Pipeline (CAPP) 
•  Chatham Citizens Opposing the Oil Pipeline 

•  Call, write, and tweet your elected officials and state 
legislators  

•  Sign petitions 
•  Make some noise! Put pressure on NJ to stop the pipeline 


