
Pilgrim 

Pipeline 
 178 mile bi-

directional oil 

pipeline 

 2 pipes- one 16 in 

& one 18 inch  

 Would carry 

Bakken crude oil to 

Linden 

 Reverses to carry 

refined products 

from Linden and 

Port Reading back 

up to NY State  



Pilgrim Pipeline  
 Oil production in North Dakota 5x larger now 

than in 2006 and suppliers want to get that oil 

to refineries and market- putting us at risk to 

increase their profits 

 Phillips 66, a subsidiary of Conoco Phillips, could 

increase oil imports to its Linden facility  

 In January 2013, Phillips 66 entered into an 

agreement with Global Partners LP to receive 

50,000 barrels of Bakken Shale crude oil daily 

over 5 years 

 Global Partners owns a storage facility in Albany, 

NY that is already receiving the crude oil from 

North Dakota by rail 



Pilgrim Pipeline 

  Company Officials have stated the Woodbridge 

spur would carry refined products 

 Kinder Morgan Site: In Carteret adding 400,000 

barrels of storage 

 Buckeye Pipeline: upgrading old Chevron Perth 

Amboy facility, 1.3 million barrels available 

 Interharbor Pipeline 

 



Major US Shale Regions 



What is Hydraulic Fracturing? 
 Pressurized water, 

sand, and a cocktail 
of unknown 
chemicals are 
injected into the 
shale and release 
the oil 

 Allows oil extraction 
from deep rock 
formations (2 miles) 
that do not have the 
permeability or 
porosity to flow into 
the wellbore at an 
economically 
profitable rate alone 
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Environmental Impacts  

 Significant greenhouse gas 

emissions 

 Consumptive Water Use 

 Some of that chemical laced 

water remains underground  

 Rest returns to surface as 

toxic, radioactive wastewater 

 Companies not required to 

disclose the chemicals under 

exemptions from Safe 

Drinking Water Act and 

Clean Water Act 

 

 



Bakken Oil is EXPLOSIVE  

 Bakken crude oil is 

flammable, toxic, and 

corrosive 

 Contains less solids 

and therefore requires 

less refining - making it 

highly explosive Casselton, ND train derailment  

 In February the Wall Street Journal compared oil from 

86 locations around the world and found Bakken crude 

oil to be the most explosive 

 Bringing this fuel into our state endangers our families, 

property, and environment 



Bakken Oil is Corrosive 
 Three pipeline companies Enbridge, Tesoro, and True won FERC 

orders to reject oil with high hydrogen sulfide levels (Bakken 

crude) in their pipelines 

 Hydrogen sulfide fumes are an irritant and a chemical asphyxiant 

that can alter both oxygen use and the central nervous system, 

according to the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration. 

 Companies warned hydrogen sulfide, which is toxic and 

flammable, was reaching terminals and putting workers at risk 

 In June 2013, Enbridge won an emergency order to reject oil with 

high hydrogen-sulfide levels from its pipelines after telling FERC it 

found dangerous levels of the compound at a Berthold, North 

Dakota, rail terminal.  

 Even if Pilgrim also wants to limit hydrogen sulfide in line not 

guaranteed: this Sept FERC rejected Trailblazer Pipeline Co.’s 

request to reduce hydrogen sulfide amounts in its pipeline 

network.  

 



Pipelines 

Picture courtesy Fortuna Energy 
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Impacts of Pipelines 

 Biggest concerns 
with pipelines: 

 Sedimentation of 
waterways and 
wetlands 

 Loss of forest cover 
and important 
habitat 

 Changes 
hydrogeology of 
surrounding area 
and groundwater 
recharge potential  
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In the Highlands 

 Steep slope areas where erosion is hardest to 

control 

 Crosses through Ramapo River watershed 

and potentially other drinking water supply 

sources   

 Could impact the habitat for a number of 

threatened and endangered plants and 

animals  

 



Impacts Urban Communities  

 Will cross through densely populated areas 

 Cuts through environmental justice communities 

burdened with excessive pollution and will be 

adding more, greatly affecting public health and 

the environment  

 Air pollution emissions from pump stations  

 Could cross contaminated sites or redevelopment 

areas 



Additional Concerns  

 Once a ROW is established it may set a 

precedent for expansion in the future 

 Pilgrim wants to share ROW with existing natural 

lines and transmission towers 

 Portions of the pipeline will be difficult for first 

responders to access in emergencies 

 First responders would have to be trained and 

prepared to respond to leaks 

 In a remote area, small leaks could go unnoticed 

for a long time 

 Concerns about Pilgrim’s ability to perform a 

cleanup quickly and thoroughly 

 



Spills Can 

Happen  

 Since 2010 there have been 37 releases of more 

than 1,000 barrels of oil across US  

 Between Jan 2012- mid Oct 2013 North Dakota recorded 

292 oil pipeline spills 

 Tesoro Spill in Sept released 20,600 barrels of oil, 

covering 7 acres.  Contaminated 30ft below surface. 



Lack of Oversight & Monitoring  

 PHMSA only has 135 inspectors to oversee 2.6 

million miles of pipeline 

 Only 1/5 of pipeline system has been inspected 

by PHMSA or its state partners since 2006 

 WSJ Report in January found since 2010 

monitoring controls discovered less than 20% of 

oil spills.  Folks on ground 3x as likely to be 1st to 

report a problem 

 PHMSA study found most pipeline operators 

didn't want to upgrade detection systems, fearing 

higher costs and false alarms 

 



Lack of Oversight & Monitoring  
 No industry standard 

for how quickly 

pipeline leaks must 

be identified 

 Specific detection 

systems only 

required in certain 

environmentally 

sensitive or 

populated areas, not 

along entire pipeline 

route  

 Congress called for new leak detection system 

regulations in 2011, PHMSA still working on them 



Need to Reject ALL Forms of 

Bakken Oil Transport in NJ 

 Rail, Barge, Pipeline- NONE 

are SAFE! 

 All result in public health and 

environmental impacts 

 All are prone to accidents, 

spills, and human error 

 Pipeline would be used to 

expand capacity to move oil 

in region, NOT to replace rail 

or barge 

 

  



Reliability Farce 

US DOE data, Graph from NYC Climate Adaptation Plan  



Clean Energy Alternatives 
 Instead of seeking out dirtier forms of oil and building 

more risky pipelines, we should be investing in efficiency, 

modern transportation, and clean, safe energy like wind 

and solar that can power electric vehicles. 

http://thesolutionsproject.org/ 



Federal & State Approval 

Process 

 Pilgrim has stated they will come in for permits by the 

end of the month 

 FERC does not have jurisdiction over pipeline 

construction- falls to state agencies  

 ACOE permits for water crossings 

 DEP wetlands, flood hazard area, water discharge 

permits, and Highland Applicability Determination 

needed 

 Highlands Council approval needed 

 Green Acres diversion process and State House 

Commission approvals  

 Local zoning and ordinances should apply  

 



Act now to Stop the Pipeline  

 Deny survey permission to the company or 

rescind permission if already granted 

 Write to Governor Christie, DEP Commissioner 

Bob Martin, state legislators, and local mayor and 

council  

 Urge your legislators to support AR191- the 

resolution opposing Pilgrim Pipeline  

 Urge your municipality & county to pass a 

resolution opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline project  

 Follow the Coalition for the latest updates 

 www.StopPilgrimPipeline.com 

 www.facebook.com/StopPilgrimPipeline 

 

http://www.stoppilgrimpipeline.com/

