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Trustee Kane provided an information packet to the Village Board for review regarding the Pilgrim 
Pipeline.  The proposed bi-directional pipeline will go from Albany to Linden, N.J. following the NYS 
Thruway and will cross our water supply lines at Riley Road and again at Jackson Avenue.  Mr. Kane 
reported that many municipalities in New York and New Jersey are opposed to the pipeline because it 
will be used to transport Bakken crude oil which is one of the most explosive crude oils.  This Village 
Board is opposed because the pipeline could interfere with our water supply lines in an accident.   
 
Trustee Kane introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption. 
 

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional pipeline in close 
proximity to the NY State Thruway, through Rockland, Orange, Ulster, Greene, and Albany counties 
that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between Albany, New York and Linden, 
New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the pipeline will carry oil from the Bakken Shale region of North Dakota extracted 
through a process of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” which has been found to contaminate clean 
water resources, create toxic air emissions and radioactive waste, and release large quantities of methane 
gas into the atmosphere; and 

  
WHEREAS, in February the Wall Street Journal compared crude oil from 86 locations 

worldwide, indicates that crude oil from Bakken Shale has a far higher vapor pressure than crude from 
dozens of other locations, making it the most explosive crude oil; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) issued a safety alert on January 2, 2014, to the general public, emergency first 
responders, and shippers and carriers regarding the particular flammability of Bakken crude oil; and  

WHEREAS, the Pipeline will carry a large volume of Bakken crude oil through residential areas 
in adjacent communities, which will place residents in harm’s way should an explosion or spill occur;  

WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline is proposed to be laid in the vicinity of and will carry a large 
volume of Bakken crude oil across the Village of Cornwall-on-Hudson’s water lines which supply 
drinking water from the Catskill Water Treatment Plant in the vicinity of Riley Rd., as well crossing 
over the water lines that supply drinking water from the ground wells located off of Jackson Ave. to the 
residents of Town of Cornwall and Village of Cornwall on Hudson; and  

WHEREAS, according to PHMSA, pipeline operators reported more than 1,000 crude oil spills 
nationwide between 2003 and 2013, resulting in over 40 million gallons of oil being spilled; and  

WHEREAS, a majority of these spills were the result of corrosion, equipment failure, incorrect 
operation or material and weld failures; and 
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WHEREAS, according to PHMSA, it has only 139 inspectors and 300 state inspectors to 
oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline, and a limited amount of that pipeline system has been inspected by 
PHMSA or its state partners since 2006; and 

WHEREAS, any rupture or compromise of the Pipeline, even without an explosion or fire, will 
require extraordinary cleanup efforts, could possibly force residents from their homes, and place a large 
number of residents in close proximity to hazardous materials; and 

WHEREAS, most residents living near the proposed pipeline depend on ground water and 
public community water systems for potable water supplies, the integrity and safety of which may be 
jeopardized by the Pipeline; and  

WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline also threatens important surface water resources along its 
path; and,  

WHEREAS, the Village of Cornwall on Hudson finds that if the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline were 
compromised, it potentially threatens the water supply system for the Village of Cornwall on Hudson 
and the Town of Cornwall and subsequently, the health, safety, and welfare of its residents;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Cornwall on Hudson of the State of 
New York, County of Orange:  

1. Calls upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the purpose 
of transporting oil or gas by pipeline; and  

2. Calls for a moratorium on any and all planning, proposal, surveying, or construction of the Pilgrim 
Pipeline through the Town of Cornwall and across and in the vicinity of Village of Cornwall on 
Hudson owned water supply lines; and 

3. Directs the Village Clerk to forward copies of this resolution to the NYS Thruway Authority 
Chair Joanie Mahoney, NYS DOT Commissioner Matthew Driscoll, U.S. Senators Charles Schumer 
and Kirsten Gillibrand and U.S. Representative Chris Gibson, Governor Andrew Cuomo, N.Y. 
Public Service Commission Chairwoman Audrey Zibelman, N.Y. Assembly Member James Skoufis, 
and N.Y. Senators William Larkin, and NYS DEC Acting Commissioner Marc Gertsman. 

 
The foregoing resolution was seconded by Trustee Carnright and carried upon a vote of 4 Ayes and 0 
Nays.   
 
Mayor Coyne reported that he will be sending a letter to Pilgrim informing them that the Village will no 
longer allow them to conduct a survey on our water properties.   
 
PINE STREET BLOCK PARTY 
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TOWN OF ESOPUS RESOLUTION 

 OPPOSING THE PILGRIM PIPELINE 
 
 

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional pipeline through the Town of 
Esopus that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between Albany, New York and 
Linden, New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, the pipeline will carry oil from Bakken Shale region of North Dakota extracted through a 
process of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” which has been found to contaminate clean water 
resources, create toxic air emissions and radioactive waste, and release large quantities of methane gas 
into the atmosphere; and 
 
WHEREAS, data collected by the Capline Pipeline in Louisiana, which tested crude from 85 locations 
worldwide, indicates that crude oil from Bakken Shale has a far higher vapor pressure than crude from 
dozens of other locations, making it much more likely to throw off combustible cases; and 
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) issued a safety alert on January 2, 2014, to the general public, emergency first 
responders, and shippers and carriers regarding the particular flammability of Bakken crude oil; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the  Pipeline will carry a large volume of Bakken crude oil through residential areas in the 
Town of Esopus, County of Ulster, which will place residents in harm’s way should an explosion or spill 
occur; and 
 
WHEREAS, according to PHMSA, pipeline operators reported 1,880 crude oil spills nationwide between 
2003 and 2013, or nearly one spill every other day, resulting in over 44 million gallons of oil being 
spilled; and WHEREAS, 80 percent of these spills were the result of corrosion, equipment failure, 
incorrect operation or material and weld failures; and 
 
WHEREAS,  according to Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, PHMSA only has 135 
inspectors to oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline, and only a fifth of that pipeline system has been 
inspected by PHMSA or its state partners since 2006; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Esopus, Town Board is in opposition of the Pilgrim 
Pipeline going through the Town of Esopus. 
 
Resolution offered by:  Councilperson Diane McCord 
Resolution seconded by: Councilperson Kyle Barnett 
 
Councilperson Diane McCord  Aye 
Councilperson Kyle Barnett  Aye  
Councilperson Gloria VanVliet  Aye 
Councilperson Wayne Freer  No   
Supervisory John K. Coutant  No 
 
Resolution adopted 3/2 
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All of the Councilpersons made a statement to validate their position on the vote. 
 
Councilperson Diane McCord read a statement she had prepared. Approval of the Pilgrim 
Pipeline will not change the amount of oil being transported by rail or barge.  It will only add to 
the amount.  25% of all the oil in the country (crude oil) is now going thru Albany, 500,000 
million gallons a day.  It is taken to New Jersey and shipped to St Johns to be refined.  Recently 
865,000 gallons of crude oil spilled in Yellowstone. This spill saturated the ground 30 feet down.  
The pipeline would cross the Wallkill and four aqueducts through the Catskills possibly 
contaminating NYC drinking water.  There is no federal agency to regulate the pipeline.  No 
permission has been given from the NYS thruway.  No applications have been filed with DEC.  
We need to insure there is an environmental review.  Bakken crude oil cannot be contained if 
spilled.  When a spill did occur only 20% of it was recovered.  The approval of the pipeline 
would only encourage the use of more fossil fuel.  Bakken shale fields in North Dakota have 
massive methane burns.  It is because of all of the reasons above Councilperson McCord voted 
opposing the pipeline.   
 
Councilperson Kyle Barnett joined Councilperson McCord and supports the resolution to 
oppose the pipeline project. After investigation into what the project is proposed to provide, 
leads Councilperson Barnett to believe he can see no benefit to the community or other 
communities along the pipeline route.  He cannot see any economic benefit to the community.  
The spills are dangerous. While trains spill less, the pipeline leaks are enormous and it is a much 
bigger environmental catastrophe. The cleanup is never enough to actually remedy the 
particular problem that occurs. Councilperson Barnett said it absolutely astounds him that the 
company knowing all of the opposition that is out there, has not sent a single knowledgeable 
person to any Town or County Meetings to give just cause why the pipeline project should be 
supported.  Under the circumstances, and given the enormous danger this could have to our 
environment, waterways, and wetland environments that are in close proximity to the pipeline,  
Councilperson Barnett cannot think of a single reason why he could possibly support it and was 
proud to oppose the project as proposed.   
  
Councilperson Gloria Van Vliet said she agrees with Councilpersons McCord and Barnett.  She 
feels we do not need to add a pipeline to the transportation we already have on the barges and 
rails.  If we could eliminate the tankers and river traffic… but we are told it will not lessen the 
traffic or make a difference.  She is concerned about people who are putting in the pipeline 
who have not come out to give us information and reasons why we should have the pipeline.  
Councilperson said that is why she is voting in opposition of the pipeline.   
 
Councilperson Wayne Freer said his research and information differs from what he has heard 
so far.  After looking at the proposal and working closely with emergency services throughout 
the County, there are a lot of problems with the rail.  He has concerns with the railroad service 
that goes through our town. The age of the track of the bridge that goes over the Rondout 
carrying 50 – 60 rail trains per day has not been inspected in quite some time.  It is unknown 
how many of the cars are carrying oil. The trains run through heavy residential areas. In Ulster 
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Park and West Park area where the tracks double, we have stacking of 5 trains in 1 place in our 
town.  His second concern is the river.  No one knows at the present time how much the 
pipeline will flow on a daily basis.  No one seems to be able to get a clear number and 
everything is in the planning stages. Some of the containment that the pipeline uses, such as 
the shut off switches, or spill detection are far better and more up to speed than the 1963-1968 
rail cars that are being used to transport the oil.   Some of the cars do not have stem protection 
if they come off the wheels. A rail car can carry  up to 330,000 gallons per car with 60 – 100 cars 
on a train.  You have a heck of a lot of potential for a spill.  It would be ideal if it did not come 
through our town at all on the rail, river or pipeline. But out of the three ways of 
transportation, he feels the pipeline is more containable than what we have going over the 
Rondout creek.  Councilperson Freer sits on several committees and will continue to do 
research. If new data comes out he is willing to revisit his decision.  However at the present 
time, out of the three means of transportation he feels the pipeline is the safest and voted not 
to oppose. 
 
Supervisor Coutant has heard both pros and cons but he has weighed in on listening to the 
people of our town.  He asked what would happen if there is a spill in the Hudson?  All of the 
townspeople he talked to said they feel the pipeline appears to be the safer option down the 
road, and are looking for him to support the pipeline.  He would like to see if the pipeline can 
cut down the amount of oil that will be transported down the river or by rail system.  
Supervisor Coutant does not feel we have enough information from the company relating to 
safety and is premature to say what could or will happen. The potential of 5000 people losing 
their drinking water from a spill in the Hudson is a huge concern of Supervisor Coutant.  He 
voted not to oppose the pipeline but is willing to change his decision as we go forward if the 
data shows it is not a safer option and will be the first to petition for change.    
 
 







Resolution 2l of 2015

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW
YORK, RECOMMENDING A MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE
KINGSTON CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL'S RECOMMENDATION TO
OPPOSE THE PROPOSED PILGRIM PIPE LINE

Sponsored By: Public Safety/General Government Committee :

Aldermen: Carey, Seche, Will, Schabot, Brown

WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional
pipeline through the City of Kingston that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum
products between Albany, New York and Linden, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the City of Kingston finds that the proposed Pilgrim Pipe Line potentially
threatens the health, safety and welfare of the community; could decrease the values of homes

located along its route and in surrounding neighborhoods; and could negatively impact future
development in the City of Kingston.

NO\ry THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF KINGSTON, NEW YORK, AS FOLLO\ilS:

SECTION-I. That the Common Council of the City of Kingston supports the

Kingston Conservation Advisory Council's recommendation to oppose the proposed Pilgrim
Pipe Line.

SECTION-2. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the NYS Thruway
Authority Chair Howard P. Milstein, NYS DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald, U.S. Senators

Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand and U.S. Representative Chris Gibson, Governor
Andrew Cuomo, NY Public Service Commission Chairwoman Audrey Zibelman, NY
Assembly Member Kevin Cahill, NY Senator John Bonacic and NYS DEC Commission
Joseph Martens.

SECTION-3. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

Submitted to the Mayor this -?S day of Approved by the Mayor this 1\ day of
2015

Carly City Clerk

Adopted by Council on

20ts

I

^r4Shayne R.

2015

Res 2l 2015 Support Opposition Pilgrim Pipe Line



DRAFT RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PILGRIM PIPELINE 
 

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional pipeline through 

the Village of New Paltz that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between 

Albany, New York and Linden, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the pipeline will carry oil from the Bakken Shale region of North Dakota 

extracted through a process of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” which has been found to contaminate 

clean water resources, create toxic air emissions and radioactive waste, and release large quantities of 

methane gas into the atmosphere; and 

  

WHEREAS, data collected by the Capline Pipeline in Louisiana, which tested crude from 86 

locations worldwide, indicates that crude oil from Bakken Shale has a far higher vapor pressure than 

crude from dozens of other locations, making it much more likely to throw off combustible gases; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) issued a safety alert on January 2, 2014, to the general public, emergency 

first responders, and shippers and carriers regarding the particular flammability of Bakken crude oil; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Pipeline will carry a large volume of Bakken crude oil through residential 

areas in the Village of New Paltz, which will place residents in harm’s way should an explosion or spill 

occur; and 

WHEREAS, according to PHMSA, pipeline operators reported almost 1,900 crude oil spills 

nationwide between 2003 and 2013, or nearly one spill every other day, resulting in 44 million gallons 

of oil being spilled; and WHEREAS, 80 percent of these spills were the result of corrosion, equipment 

failure, incorrect operation or material and weld failures; and 

WHEREAS, according to Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, PHMSA only 

has 135 inspectors to oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline, and only a fifth of that pipeline system has 

been inspected by PHMSA or its state partners since 2006; and 

WHEREAS, any rupture or compromise of the Pipeline, even without an explosion or fire, will 

require extraordinary cleanup efforts, could force residents from their homes, and place a large number 

of residents in close proximity to hazardous materials; and 

WHEREAS, most Village of New Paltz residents depend on ground water and public 

community water systems for potable water supplies, the integrity and safety of which may be 

jeopardized by the Pipeline; and  



WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline is proposed to be laid in areas containing sensitive aquifers 

upon which residents depend for drinking water; and, 

WHEREAS, the Pilgrim pipeline also threatens important surface water resources, including 

the Walkill River; and,  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees for the Village of New Paltz finds that the proposed Pilgrim 

Pipeline potentially threatens the health, safety, and welfare of the community; could decrease the 

values of homes located along its route and in surrounding neighborhoods; and could negatively impact 

future development in the development in the Village of New Paltz; and 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Hudson Regional Sustainability Plan calls for becoming less energy and 

fossil fuel intensive while strengthening the regional economy, expanding renewable energy generation 

exponentially across the Region, and improving the resilience of the energy delivery system; and 

WHEREAS, construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline to support and expand markets for fossil fuels is 

directly contrary to these clean energy goals; and  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the of the Village of 

New Paltz:  

1. Calls upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the 

purpose of transporting oil or gas by pipeline; and further calls upon the New York State 

Department of Transportation (DOT) to deny an exception to its Accommodation Plan for said 

purpose; and  

2. Urges Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline 

in New York State; and 

3. Directs the Village Clerk to forward copies of this resolution to the NYS Thruway Authority 

Chair Howard P. Milstein, NYS DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald, U.S. PHMSA Administrator 

Cynthia L. Quarterman, U.S. Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand and U.S. 

Representative Chris Gibson, Governor Andrew Cuomo, N.Y. Assembly Member Kevin Cahill, 

N.Y. Senator John Bonacic, and NYS DEC Commission Joseph Martens. 

 

 

 

























Plattekill, NY 

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional pipeline through the Town 
of Plattekill in Ulster County, NY that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between 
Albany, New York and Linden, New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, any rupture or compromise of the Pipeline, even without an explosion or fire, will require 
extraordinary cleanup efforts, could force residents from their homes, and place a large number of 
residents in close proximity to hazardous materials; and 
 
WHEREAS, most Town of Plattekill residents depend on ground water for potable water supplies, the 
integrity and safety of which may be jeopardized by the Pipeline; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline is proposed to be laid in areas containing sensitive aquifers upon which 
residents depend for drinking water; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline may threaten important surface water resources, including Quassaic 
Creek, Black Creek, Lake Sunset, etc.; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill finds that the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline 
potentially threatens the health, safety and welfare of the community; could cause decrease values of 
homes located along its route and in surrounding neighborhoods; and could negatively impact future 
development in the Town of Plattekill in Ulster County, NY; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mid-Hudson Regional Sustainability Plan calls for becoming less energy and fossil fuel 
intensive while strengthening the regional economy, expanding renewable energy generation 
exponentially across the Region, and improving the resilience of the energy delivery system; and 
 
WHEREAS, construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline to support and expand markets for fossil fuels is 
directly contrary to these dean energy goals; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill: 
 

1. Calls upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the 
purpose of transporting oil or gas by pipeline; and further calls upon the New York State 
Department of Transportation (DOT) to deny an exception to its Accommodation Plan for said 
purpose; and 

2. Urges Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline 
in New York State; and  

3. Directs the Clerk of the Town of Plattekill to forward copies of this resolution to the NYS 
Thruway Authority Chair Howard P. Milstein, NYS DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald, U.S. 
Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand and U.S. Representative Chris Gibson, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo, N.Y. Public Service Commission Chairwoman Audrey Zibelman, 
N.Y. Assembly Member Kevin Cahill, N.Y. Senator John Bonacic and NYS DEC Commission 
Joseph Martens. 

















12/4/2014 Resolu-on: Town of Rochester, N.Y.

Pilgrim Pipeline Resolu-on

   Whereas the Town of Rosendale and New Paltz are neighboring municipali;es to the Town of 
Rochester; and

   Whereas New York is a “Home Rule State” and each municipality has the right and responsibility to 
determine whether or not certain ac;vi;es should be allowed within their respec;ve borders; and

   Whereas the Towns of New Paltz and Rosendale have the right to determine that the poten;al 
hazards of the Proposed Pilgrim Pipeline running through their towns outweigh the poten;al benefits 
to their communi;es and have passed resolu;ons calling upon the NYS Thruway Authority to reject 
use of its right of way for the purpose of construc;on said pipeline and further have called upon the 
NYS Department of Transporta;on to deny an excep;on to its Accommoda;on Plan for said purpose.

Be it resolved that the Town of Rochester Town Board hereby affirms both the Towns of Rosendale 
and New Paltz right to self - determina;on of ac;vi;es within their borders and asks that 
considera;on of such be taken.





Resolution 11-2014- 
 

 RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PILGRIM PIPELINE 
 

WHEREAS, Pilgrim Pipeline Company is proposing to build a bi-directional pipeline through 
the Town of Rosendale that would transport crude oil and refined petroleum products between Albany, 
New York and Linden, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the pipeline will carry oil from the Bakken Shale region of North Dakota extracted 
through a process of hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” which has been found to contaminate clean 
water resources, create toxic air emissions and radioactive waste, and release large quantities of methane 
gas into the atmosphere; and 

  
WHEREAS, data collected by the Capline Pipeline in Louisiana, which tested crude from 86 

locations worldwide, indicates that crude oil from Bakken Shale has a far higher vapor pressure than 
crude from dozens of other locations, making it much more likely to throw off combustible gases; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) issued a safety alert on January 2, 2014, to the general public, emergency first 
responders, and shippers and carriers regarding the particular flammability of Bakken crude oil; and  

WHEREAS, the Pipeline will carry a large volume of Bakken crude oil through residential areas 
in the Town of Rosendale, which in the opinion of the Town Board will place residents in harm’s way 
should an explosion or spill occur; and 

WHEREAS, according to PHMSA, pipeline operators reported 1,880 crude oil spills nationwide 
between 2003 and 2013, or nearly one spill every other day, resulting in 44,265,438 gallons of oil being 
spilled; and WHEREAS, 80 percent of these spills were the result of corrosion, equipment failure, 
incorrect operation or material and weld failures; and 

WHEREAS, according to Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, PHMSA only 
has 135 inspectors to oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline, and only a fifth of that pipeline system has 
been inspected by PHMSA or its state partners since 2006; and 

WHEREAS, any rupture or compromise of the Pipeline, even without an explosion or fire, 
could, in the opinion of the Town Board, require extraordinary cleanup efforts, force residents from their 
homes, and place a large number of residents in close proximity to hazardous materials; and 

WHEREAS, most Rosendale residents depend on ground water and public community water 
systems for potable water supplies, the integrity and safety of which may, in the opinion of the Town 
Board, be jeopardized by the Pipeline, and WHEREAS, the Pilgrim Pipeline is proposed to be laid in 
areas containing aquifers particularly sensitive to contamination, including a karst aquifer, unconfined 
sand aquifer, and alluvial aquifer upon which residents depend for drinking water; and, 



WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Town Board, the Pilgrim pipeline threatens important surface 
water resources, including the Rondout Creek, Wallkill River, streams and wetlands;  and also puts in 
harm’s way the integrity of  Perrine’s Bridge over the Wallkill River, the second oldest covered bridge 
in the State of New York and an invaluable historical resource of the Town;  

 WHEREAS, Section 75-9(A) of the Town Code of the Town of Rosendale prohibits use of land 
in the town for, among other things, the transfer of natural gas and/or petroleum; and  

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the Town Board, we find that the proposed Pilgrim Pipeline 
potentially threatens the health, safety, and welfare of the community; could decrease the values of 
homes located along its route and in surrounding neighborhoods; and could negatively impact future 
development in the Town; and 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Hudson Regional Sustainability Plan calls for becoming less energy and 
fossil fuel intensive while strengthening the regional economy, expanding renewable energy generation 
exponentially across the Region, and improving the resilience of the energy delivery system; and 
WHEREAS, construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline to support and expand markets for fossil fuels is 
directly contrary to these clean energy goals; and  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Rosendale:  

1. Finds that Section 75-9 of the Town Code prohibits the transfer of natural gas or petroleum 
products through lands of the Town;  

2. Calls upon the New York State Thruway Authority to reject use of its right-of-way for the purpose 
of transporting oil or gas by pipeline; an further calls upon the New York State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) to deny an exception to its Accommodation Plan  for said purpose; and  

3. Urges Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to oppose construction of the Pilgrim Pipeline in 
New York State; and 

4. Directs the Town Clerk to forward copies of this resolution to NYS Thruway Authority Chair 
Howard P. Milstein, NYS DOT Commissioner Joan McDonald, U.S. PHMSA Administrator 
Cynthia L. Quarterman, U.S. Senators Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand and U.S. 
Representative Chris Gibson, Governor Andrew Cuomo, N.Y. Assembly Member Kevin Cahill, 
N.Y. Senator John Bonacic, and NYS DEC Commission Joseph Martens. 

VOTING MEMBERS: 

Councilman Hassett _____ 

Councilwoman Metzger _____ 

Councilman Pryslopski _____ 

Councilman Ryan  _____ 



Supervisor Walsh  _____ 

 
 



RESOLUTION EXPRESSING NO CONFIDENCE IN PILGRIM PIPELINE LLC 

 

 Whereas, a company known as Pilgrim Pipeline is proposing to build a bi-
directional pipeline along the New York State Thruway corridor through the Town of 
Saugerties in Ulster County, New York,  that would transport crude oil and refined 
petroleum products between Albany, New York and Linden, New Jersey; and 

 

Whereas, the Town of Saugerties has learned that this company initially only 
intended to transport refined petroleum products but expanded that intention with the 
opening of the Bakken crude oil fields in the Northwest, 

 

Whereas, this company has made presentations in other towns and communities 
that have met with opposition from local and regional individuals and organizations that 
have led the company to abandon the process of openness, fairness and legitimate public 
review characteristic of public informational forums such as are held in the Town of 
Saugerties, 

 

Whereas, The Town of Saugerties has learned that Pilgrim Pipeline has not 
undertaken any discussions with the New York State Thruway, has not made application 
for an environmental review under New York State Thruway regulations, and is merely 
proceeding based on the belief that the Thruway is a potential corridor for such a pipeline 
to be built—even though none has ever been approved or considered by the authority in 
the past—and has an interest in generating revenues which the company known as 
Pilgrim Pipeline claims it can provide, 

 

Whereas, Pilgrim Pipeline has not made application for permits required under the 
provisions of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act, has not provided 
information on when such environmental reviews may be expected to commence, and in 
fact had previously expected such reviews to commence by now but delayed such filings 
apparently because the potential to transport Bakken crude oil via this pipeline arose, 

 

Whereas, opposition to the transportation of Bakken crude oil in particular has 
been cited by residents, communities and regional organizations and is likely to be 



expressed by those opposed to such a pipeline in a public informational meeting in 
Saugerties and in any environmental reviews that might arise, 

 

Whereas, the Town of Saugerties has learned that the company known as Pilgrim 
Pipeline consists of six individuals with unknown experience in conducting a project of 
this scope and nature, 

 

Whereas, Pilgrim Pipeline claims to have the financial support and backing 
needed to pursue this venture but has not provided evidence of financial backing or 
identified any sources that might verify such claims on their behalf, 

 

Whereas, the Town of Saugerties has learned that the company is unable to 
answer or respond to several of the questions posed to it by the Town of Saugerties, 
based on the fact that the company has not fully examined the issues and lacks the 
knowledge to answer such questions, 

 

Whereas, in attempting to make a presentation in Saugerties the company through 
its representatives insisted on a limited format that would not allow for meaningful public 
comment nor be in keeping with informational meetings in a public forum such as are 
routinely held in the Town of Saugerties, 

  

Whereas, these shortcomings, lapses, inexperience, and lack of transparency and 
the concerns of the residents of Saugerties have demonstrated to the Saugerties town 
board the inability of this company called Pilgrim Pipeline to carry out a project of this 
nature, 

 

Whereas, the Town of Saugerties also has major concerns for the safety of its 
residents and surroundings in the construction of a pipeline of this nature and is 
consequently not in favor of the Pilgrim Pipeline proposal, 

 

Therefore, resolved, the town board of the Town of Saugerties hereby expresses 
its lack of confidence in the company called Pilgrim Pipeline and declines to provide a 



forum in the limited and restricted manner which they are requesting when it is clear that 
they lack the knowledge and experience to pursue such a proposal and to face the 
comments and criticism that are likely to arise in a public informational meeting in 
Saugerties. 

 

 



















RESOLUTION 253-2014 
WOODSTOCK TOWN BOARD SUPPORTS COMMUNITIES OPPOSED TO THE 
PILGRIM PIPELINE 
Offered by Councilman Wenk, seconded by Supervisor Wilber: 
  
WHEREAS, four communities in Ulster County are opposed to the Pilgrim Pipeline 
going through their townships; and 
WHEREAS, there are at least twenty four communities in other Counties concerned 
with the dangers from potential leaks, fires and explosions; and 
WHEREAS, many of these communities haven’t the infrastructure nor adequately 
staffed emergency services to respond to disasters of such potential magnitude; 
therefore  
BE IT RESOLVED, The Woodstock Town Board supports communities opposed to the 
Pilgrim Pipeline, and directs the Woodstock Town Clerk to forward this resolution to 
  
            NYS Throughway Authority Chairman Howard P Millstein, 
            NYSDOT Commissioner Joan McDonald, 
            USPHMSA Administrator Cynthia L Quarteman, 
            US Senator Charles Schumer, 
            US Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 
            US Representative Chris Gibson, 
            Governor Andrew Cuomo, 
            NY Assemblyman Kevin Cahill, 
            NY Senator John Bonacic, 
            NYS DEC Commissioner Joseph Martens, 
            Ulster County Executive Michael Hein 
            NY Senator Cecilia Tkaczyk 
  
All voted 3-2-0:  Supervisor Wilber - aye 
                          Councilman Panza- abstained* 
                          Councilman Wenk - aye 
                          Councilwoman Magarelli - aye 
                          Councilman McKenna - abstained* 
 
*Both Councilmen stated the resolution was not available until just before the meeting.  
They had no time to consider the facts.  Supervisor Wilber said he talked with 
Supervisor Jean Walsh from Rosendale and she said her concerns are if there is a 
pipeline hazard occurring, it would be difficult to know until it is too late.  Also, property 
owners feel as though they are being intimidated into signing agreements for 
easements. The pipeline would run from Albany (underground, mostly along the 
thruway to a refinery in New Jersey.) Councilman Wenk said he had no request to offer 
the resolution until yesterday and apologized to the Board. 
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